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JOHN 1. DAVENPORT.

Petition of Naturalized Cit-
| izens to Congress.

THE STORY OF AN ELECTION DAY,

Alleged Intimidation by the Su-
: pervisor of Elections

ARRESTS WITHOUT WARRANT OF LAW.

Terrible Record of Hard-
ghips Endured.

GROSS PARTISAN ACTION CHARGED.

Impeachment and Removal

Demanded.

FROM OUR SPECIAL €ORRESPONDENT,

Wasmxarow, Dee. 12, 1878,
Mr. Wood caused & breeso of excitement in the
House this morniug by offering a resolution provid
ing for the Investigation of the conduct of John I
D port, in tion with the recent eloction in
the city of New York, in the following words:—

Whereas it is alleged that at the eleciion held in
the city of New York on 06th November, 1878, United
Btates Commissioner J. I, Davenport, soting as Chief
Bupervisor of Election for the Second Judicisl District,
was guilty of an illegal, unjust and oppressive exer-
cise of pretended authority, in ing the arrest,
i ion and imp ut of citizens innocent of
offence, by which he deprived them of the right to
vote and subjected them to | ity, insultand in-
timidation, without warrant of law or justification;
which arrests have beon declared ilegal in o test
case by 8 Judge of the Circuit Court of the United
Biates: andw if these allegati be true that
ofcer should be forthwith removed and punished,

 Resolved, That the Committes on the Judiciary be
directed to proceed, without deluy, to an {nvestipga-
tion of the conduct of said Davenport at the time
, with power to wit in the city of New York,
by sub.committee or otherwise, and that said sub-
committes shall havo sll the anthority of the whole
committes for said purpose, with power to admin-
inter osthw, send tor persons and papers, to sit during
the sessions of the House and to report at any time,

r EXPUBLICAN ODJECTIONS.

The lution was panied by a petition
numerously signed, stating the matters of grievance.
Objection was made by Mr. Conger, and the petition
was not read.

Mr. Garfield made the point of order on Mr. Wood
that Davenport was not an impeachabls officer,
and suggeated that the resolution shonld be
Iaid over to enable members to examine
its scope and sstiely themselvea whether is was o
question of privilege, and also whether Mr., Daven-
port was a civil officer within the meaning of the
fourth gection of the constitution.

BUGGESTION FROM THE SPEAKER.

The Speaker suggested that as the resolution pre-
sented o very important question it had better lie
over to cnable him to examine authorities on
the subject, and the resclution i8 now in a
position to Dbe called up at any time. It
is not likely, however, that the Bpeaker will
rulo on the point before Monday. It is generally
held to be sound that the Speaker cannot be asked to
decide the question whether a given person is im-
péschable by the House, and it hes usually been held
thet tho Bpeak t decide & question of the priv-
fleges of tho Honss.  Mr. Wood means $0 presa the
resolution vigorously, and is determined, if possible,
to expose snd csuse to be punished what ho !

these certificates was correct, were aliens and without
right to bold the property they bad sineo scquired,
BEVOLE THE SUPERION COURT,

This question, so far as the action of the Buperior
Court wiss concerned, was broughit before Hog, John
J. Froadman, one of tho Judges of that court, at a
special term thereotf, held Octouber 15, 1874, upon the
mﬁm of several parties nsturalized during the year

to' have the recoml of their naturalization
deid wo t the dof lained of

by U D port, aud upon notive to the
United Stetes District Attorney for the Southern dis-
trict of New York. & careful examination
of all the authorities Jodge Froeaman ren-
dered  an . exhaustive opluion, deciding . that
the method of uaturalizstion cumlinlniuwl of was law-
ful and regular and, therefore, declined to permit the
amendmeont asked for. At tho ssme thno he stated
that if any caso of actual fraud was brought to the
notice of the Court it would al once vecate any cer-
tificate of paturalization founded upon it, No at-
tempt was sver made by Commissioner Davenport or
any other persom to bring up this question before
any other court, and u.f to November 5, 1878, the day
of election, this remained the only known judicial
decision upon the subject,
YOTERS INTIMIDATED,

The fear thut Commissioner Davenport wonld take
some such course aa he sctually did take deterred o
large nuwmber of citi lized during the year
1408, from mtistering. * While there were about ten
thousand of them who registered in 1870, in 1878 the
pumber was but five thousand. This number did,
however, register upon different days, the first day
of n?hmunn being twenty soven doys before the day
of election, the second pineteen duys, the third ten
days and the fourth sud last being nine days. Bome
of these men when registiring were told by the
supervisors of election appointed by Comminssi
Dlwnr‘t;rt that their naturalization papers wers
irregular, others were not. In some cases the soper-
visors took the pay by foree from the voters,

Many of them thus notified made juquiry at the
Buperior Court and of lawyers, and were informed
that their papera wers legal, Judge Freedman's
opinion being considered conclusive.

THE PRINTED COMPLAINTA,
On the 3d and 4th days of Nll\'ﬂlll}ll‘f. 1878, the

day B‘medjng the election, © r John
L venport eaused  the maid  Stephen
Mogher to  swear Dbefors him to sbout

4,000 P galust the persons regis-
tered an votern in the different election districts in
thin city as baviog naturalization 8 fusued in
the year 1808, charging them with ing “'on oue of
the duys of registration, for the purpose of register-
ing or otherwise nnlawfnlly used, s certiticate of
naturalizetion, knowing that it had been nunlswfully
irsned or made, but containing no further partien-
lars, said Mosher having and being known by Daven-
port to have no knowledge whatever of the parties
or of the facts except such a8 he might
have obtained from copies of the registry
lista.” On each of these so-called “‘complaiuts,”™
many of which he admitted upon his recent exam-
ination in court that he did not read, Commissioner
Davenport issned & warrant for the arrest of the ac-
cused and placed the same in the hands of the ma-
shals e had detailed to the various polling places in
the nilf'. 80 that they wore there at the u?ﬂniug of
the polls, the procecdings being kept strictly secret,
DEMOCHATS DEAGGED FROM THE POLLA,

Asmoon as each voter who had registered upon
papers issned in the year 1868 presented himeself he
was arrested snd dn"god from the polls, nnless
Lknown to be in favor of the combination ticket, when
he was not molested. Early in the day the men were
arrested and taken away to intimidate others.
When this result had been accomplished those com-
ing later were told that it they did not vote they
wonld not be interfered with., If they did vote they
were arrested on the spot. In many casos those ar-
restod were taken in the firat to the republican
headquarters of the district and from there to Daven-
port’s rooms. The others were taken thero directly.

THE ELAVE PEN,

On the upper floor of the Post Office a large “slave
pen’” hind been provided, into which these men, guilt-
loas of any crime, were thrust like wild beasts, until
it was packed with a struggling mass of suffering hu-
manity, and there they wero kept in thi condition
for hours without food or waster. In addition to
those thns confined the court rooms of the Qircuit
Conrt wers crowided with other prisoners waiting the

slow process of hlvinq_ their cuses dis of by
three O issl nport, Deusl and Shields.
There wers 1 otherC inai in the build-

ing, or where their mervices could hove been ob-
tained, but these cases were only bronght before
these three, one being the instigator of the whole
g;oreeding and the two clerks employed by
i in his offico as clork of the United States Cirenit
Court, snd therefore subservient to his will. In ad-
dition, it was physically impossible for theso three
men to hesr the vast number of cases brought be-
fore them daring election day.
Th D“ud g.'t; ajo f the
@ process purs e majority of the cases
was uniform snd evidently agresd upon befarchand.
The men were called up one by ono and asked s
number of questions, particularly if they had voted.
n had and their Daturalization was

election day were §30—225 by Commissioner Daven-
port, 150 Commissioner Deuel, 125 by Commis-
sioner Shivids—of which 30 were sent {0 juil, #l-
tho others having been liberated, This muwber evii
dently does not include many who wers brought
down to  the court rooms in the Post Of-
fiee ny d disch 1 after it was oo
late for them fo vote and withont auy examination
being had. Neither does it cover the large nnmber
of men who were arrested and were discharged by
tho marshals or by the supervisors, or at the repub-
lican headguarters, to which they were taken, cither
on thelr sgresing not to vote or through influence of
various kinds. Neither doeg it jnclude the persons
wrrested and taken before Commissioner Apgar in the
upper part of the city. The better opinion js that
the number actually arrested was about vne thousand
or fifteen huudred,
ARRESTED WITHOUT CHARGE,

The proceedings of Davenport and Moeher in op-
{:oulrlnu to the right of personal l.unrt.ly show that &

rge number of persons were srrested and impris-
oned against whom no charge whatever existed. The
certificate of Michael Lawleas was dated in 1860 and
that of Johannes Marks in 1578, 'The certificate of
naturalization of Edward Roach, though dated in
1808, was » duplicate of one taken out the year be-
fore, and there were many stch cases, Other men
wure arrested who wers naturalized iu the Buperior
Court of the State of Connecticut, in other courts of
other States and in the interior connties of New York.
But kIl were arrested the same way and upon the
sae printed charge,

COMMENT UNNECESSARY.

1t is scarcely necessary to comment upon the groas
impropriety of this action of Davenport and his in-
strument, Mosbher, The law under which they pre-
tended to act simply covers the unlawful upe of o
certificate of naturalization with the knowledge
that it had been unlawfully made, Conceding every-
thing asserted as to the sction of the courts in issu-
ing these certificates of naturalization, they were

simply irregular, not unlawful. They were
taken out ten years ago by parties  who
kpow that they had complied with the law,

and did not and could not know that the al-
leged  irregunlarities bhad been  committed by
the clerk after they had taken tho oath, They had
also been informed by the decision of the Court nat-
uralizing them that their papers wore regular. How,
then, could it bo sail that these pupers were illegal or
that they had used them knowing them to be illegal ¥
It Commissioner Davenport had acting with no
ulterior purposs but solely with an honest desire to
enforce the law, why did ne not cause one or
mors of theso purties to bo arrested on
the first day of rogistration, nearly a
mouth before the election, 80 &8 to present o
test caro for decision by & United States Court. Bul
without regard to this we insfst that in the absenco
of any decigion specifically declaring the use of thess
certiticates unlawinl, or even if such a decision had
existod, the fusuing of 4,000 warrants secretly at duy-
light on vlection morning for the arrest of that pnm-
ber of the republic’s citizens was a2 judicial ontrage

which has had no parallel in this country.
If it had taken placo in England it would
have resulted in the overthrow of the party regponsi- | ber of
ble for it, In Poris it wonld have produced a révolu-
tion. Is it to pauss without notice in America ?
THE COMMISSIONERS' ILLEGAL ACTION,
The « of these Cc innd 1 tto | jour

WASHINGTON,

The New York Nominations
in Committee.

SENATOR CONKLING IN WAR PAINT

Bitter Denunciations of the Presi-
dent Reported.

REORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY,

Report of the Special Committee
to Congress.

FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT.

WasnixeroN, Dee, 12, 1878,
THE NEW YORE NOMINATIONS BEPORE THE COM-

point as to whether the General was the bead or the
Secretary. Another provision looks to the revival of
what was commonly koown in the srwy ten years
8go as the “‘Henzine Board,” by which ofMcers who
are not regarded as coming nup to the high standard
of excellence expected of officers in the reorganized
army may be eliminated,

A prominent member of the committes sald to-day,
after the report was subnitted, that be had pot the
elightest idea it would eveg pass Congress, 1 @
aware,"’ hesaid, “of the powerful influence which army
cireles have upon legislstion relating to their interests,
The radical changes which the bill proposes are enough
to combine and concentrate all the opposition of the
friends of the staff corps against its passage wud the
proposition to abolish the arsenuls will also excite
the opposition of the friends of the Ordnunce Bureau,
Btill the committes has labored faithfully to perfect
such o bill as their appointment demanded, and,
while it contains provisions which are ohjectionabls
to several members of the commitiee, there Lad to be
concessions for the sake of unanimity.”

The bill provides for the repeal of so much of the
Revised Statutes as refers to the organization of the
army, from section 1,094 to 1,242, both inclusive.
Among these sections are those providing for two
regiments of ecavalry and two of infantry, the
enlisted men of which shall be colored meu, and also
the section 1,218, which prohibits the appointment
of any person to a position in the army who served
in any capacity in the miliksry or naval service of the
go-cslled Confederate States. In the readjustment of
the bill no provision is made for the perpetua-

MITTEE ON COMMERLCE. tion of the distinctive colored regiments, sud
The Benate Committea on € o8 which haa in | in  the hurry of preparing the bill for
charge the various ( Houss nomi and | Pr tation to-day the commiitee failed to insert the

others, helll its first méeting this morning. This
meeting was, acconding to the gossip of the evening,
very poorly attended, and the following account of the
proccedings is given by persons who pretend to be
well informed. When the hour came for the meeting
of the committee, at halt-past ten, of the nine mem-
bers who are Senatore—Conkling, the chairman;
Spencer, McMillan, Patterson, Jones of Nevada, Gor-
don, Dennis, Ranson snd Eandolph—omly four ap-
pearod—namely, Messrs. Sponcer, Patterson, Dennis
snd Randolph. The Chai 8 tor Conkling, did
not arrive until half-past eleven, and on his srrival
busineas was begun., The Chairman brought np be-
fors the four committeomen a able num-

paragraph relating to appointments of those who
served in the Confedeérste army. These omissions
will undoubtedly provoke alively debate, and as it
was Senstor Burnside's intention to have at least the
section relating to the latter subject inserted in the
bill, he will himsell move it as an amendment when
tho bill comes before the Benate for discussion.

CONGRESSMAN SMALLS' CASE—THE ACTION OF

THE CHIEF JUSTICE A BURFPRIRE.

Tha writ of error granted by the United States Sa-
preme Court to the Supreme Court of the State of
Sonth Carolina in the case of Congressman Robert
Smalla is made returnable on the second Monday of

unimportant nominations, which were
copsidered and passed npon or referred, and finally,
ut abont ten minnutes before twelve, the hour of ad-

the arrest of these parties wasas illegal as the lnsuing
of the warrants, It these men lLud committed o
arime in registering they sbould have been held to
bail. No other crime was chnrg':d. sguinst ¢hem, and
the Commissioners had no right whatever to exact
n promise that they would not vote, or any
other ?mmlne. as o condition of discharging
them. Their jurisdiction was limited to passing upon
the vrime with which thoy were chosged. ir
nction waa reducedsto an absurdity by their dis-
charging the men- who bad voted and holding those
who had not voted to bail, inssinuch as those who
had voted had committed & second crims and were
more deserving of punishment than those who had
not. Again, it the crime was serione encugh to de-
serve the socret and summary arrest of 4,000 men,
why waa it that they were discharged upon their own
recognizances after they werearrested? Is not that fact
in jteelt suMcient to stamp the transaction as in-
tended for int ion.
CURIODS CONETRUCTION OF LAW.

The manper in which these Commissfoners con-
strued the low may be estimated from the conduct of
Commissioner Deucl in the coses of prisoners who
wers charged with using certificates of naturalizo-
tion unlawfully issued to them,and where it was
shown that such certificates had becn destroyed lm:ﬁ
previons to registration and that the scoused o
registered upon parole proof of their natural-
ization. On the point being raised by counsel
that they must be relessed Dbecauso chargod
with an offence they had not committed, it
was overruled by the Commissioner, who decided
that they had practic used the certificate—
although it was ¢ not to exist—and were
therefore within the mesuing of the law.

MORE ABDITRARY ACTION.
. action of ( iasioner D port
was not confined to the cases of nuturalization. For
cvzample, there were in the Bellovue Howspital some
twnytz-nvc_.mn known to bo demovrats, w}m oe-

t, the Chairman brought up the New York
Custom House npominations. Having laid them before
tho committee, Mr. Conkling thereupon made sn ad-
resud npon them, speaking his mind, with freedom
and acrimony, of the President and of his sction in
making these nominations, and stigmatizing in par-
ticnlar the act of removing Messra, Arthur and Cdr-
nell and appointing others to their plsces during the
recess of Congress by very opprobrious epithets,’ It
is asserted that he nsed the words “‘cowsrdly'” and
king'' a8 properly d iptive of these acts, and
it is added that he has rarely spoken more t t
onsly or bitterly of the President than he did to-day.

When he had done, Benator Randolph arose and said
that in his belief theact of the President was entively
proper and within his discretion. It violsfed no luw,
but was in strict accordance with the Tenure of Office
act, and he held that the duty of Benators was to look
to the merits and character of the appolntments and
where the President mado good and unexceptionable
nominstions he ehonld consider it his dnty to sup-
port them and move their confirmation.

At this slage of the proceedings, when a good deal
of Senatorisl heat had been evolved, Mr. Dennis
moved that, as four memberaof the committes were
absent, the further considerations of these appoint-
ments be postponed.  On this motion & vote of those
present was taken, which resulted in m tie, Messra.
Dennis and Pattarson voting for a postponement, and
Messrs. Spencer and Randolph against. This caused
an i b t to the chairman,

i which Mr. Randolph, the report says,

formed that if t waived an ¥ P tivns thero s ist and
would ba released npon their own recoguizances to | helpers to the physicians and clerks, und who have
swait the sction of the d Jury, sad were socopd- | for and voted from that
mmm.uuwmwmm " question in to their right
they were beld to bail. they bad not veted th o vole from the ! . wad  raised in
ware told that ghoy would be requnired to give the ﬂm 1875, snd 1 waa decided by the United
¥ from £1,000 to §5,000, unless would | States Din Attorney that had’ & legal resi-

ves not to also told they | dence. there, were t0 vote, which
w& Srowgtad % uecond tim I they broke their | fact appesrs in the Ficcttons in Northern

be
promises, it hﬁ.hg been previously sannounced by
N ot

a8 an illegal interference with the election in New
Xork city. But he will not, of course, interfore with
the con of the Sp When the matter
comes up again it is likely to canse a lively debate.
TRE FETTTION,
‘The following {8 the text of the petition:—

To T HomorapLe THE HOURE OF REFRESENTATIVES
or THE UNITED STATES: —
The undersi hm{l re'fmeut that
on November 5, 1875, an election was hel _lu‘I:lm city

T.

venport that he would exercise,
what he termed his right, of taking twenty-four
hours to examine into the sufficicncy of any bail
which might be offered, and would commit the party
arrested in the meantime. This was cquivalent to
informing those men they would be locked up for
at least » day if they refused to give the required
Eied o, and, with more or less demur, it was given
vf l. Nor was thoe threat of punishmient for its

olation an idlo ope.

HOW A VOTER WAR PUNIKHED,

Patrick Whelan, who was brought before Commis-

sloner Dum;l'. on clevtion morning, and released after

and county of New York for Mayor, D

and other county officers, and for members of (‘.nn’-

# and of both branches ot the State Legislature,
m the city of New York is usually demoocratie by
& large majority, on this occasion s combination had
been made between the republicans and a portion of
the democratic party in favor of the csndidates for
::ﬂ of the offices, and the election was closely con-

BTATE AXD FEDERAT, FLECTION LAWE.

By the election law relating to' New York city, all
yoters are required to register in their several uleo-
tion districts npon either the Sth, 16th, 20th or 26th
days of October preceding the election, and it
sdopted citizens, to exhibit, when so registering, to
the inspectors of eloction, their certificates of nutu-
ralirzation, and the latter are required to enter in the
registration books, the court iu which such parties
worn naturalized and the dute of their certificate,

By the United Stastes election law a Chief Super-
wisor of Elections {s appointed in all large cities, who
48 required to be s United States Comminsioner, nnd
who holds his office “*while faithful and capable.”
(Revisod Statutes, sec, 2,025.) Whose duty it is “to
propars the ¥ blanks, to p t to the Clrouit
Court the names proposed for supervisors of elec-
tion, to require from the latter lists of the registered
voters, | cause the names of those whose right to
vm:’n‘bunﬂyf}vabm hkw&tﬁd by . "“{:"
raspective places of residence, an preservo oaths
of marshals, und all other papers roferred to in the
statute (sec. 2,026).

LAW BEGARDING NATURALIZATION,

hix pled extorted (rom him, voted in spite
of it. MHe was at once arfested and brought before
that Commissioner, who ssked bim if he had voted,
He replicd that he had a legal right to vote snd had
dome #o, a8 he (id not consider u promise obtained as
hi= had Dbeen Dbinding. Ball wan ot  onee
offered in  the person of ‘Mr. Joln Foley,
s well kpnown and responsible business man,
pemml ¢ acyuainted  with  Mr., Davenport.
Columissioner Deuel ded the responsibility by
sending the water befors Daveuport himwselt, The
latter atated that he wonld hold Mr. Whelan in $5,000
bail to nwalt the sction of the Grand Jury. Mr.,
Foley ot once signed & bail bond in that amount, and
justified ss the holder of unencumbered real eatate
in s snm tar exceeding it. Mr. Duvenport, however,
stated he should take time to examine into his suffl-
ciency a8 surety and sent Mr. Whelan to jail. Sev.
eral hours later counsel inguired if he wonld not ae-
eopt the bail, and eatercd & lormal protost against hia
conduct. His only reply was that he intended to
take his fall time, snd it was not nodil the following
Tl’l'llrld.l, that the bail was sccepted and Mr., Whelan

relensed.

All throngh the day the examination dragged alo
an slowly as possible, ten men being brought in ulu;g‘
arrest where ono man was released, until atter the
closing of the polls, when the remainder were ro-

leased in & mass,
CHARACTER OF PERSONS ARRESTRD,
The persons thus arrestod snd incarcernted for
hours like felons included all classes of society from
mm-_huut; to day Isborers. Amony them wero o

* By the act of Congresa, July 14, 1870, it is declared o #and sallors who had been natural-
to be & felony i— ized ng;n the honorable discharge they had received
’WTF?,'“’ person to falmely personato another in | from the army and navy. One of these had lost his

P g®, or Iy make, forge or
counterfeit any certificato of naturalization, or sell
any such ?wr. (Revised Statutes, sec, 5,4M),
Secoml—For any person to use any certificate of
naturalization, knewing the same fo be
derfint or or the same o huve brem
procu or ofherise unliwfully oblawmed, or
without lawful excuse knowingly to be posscesed of

u; such paper. (Revised Statutes, sec. 6,430,)
C ird—For sny person in suy manner to use for
the purpose of registration as a voter or as nee

of 3 right to vola ur o ise unlawinlly any "
certificate of ulllmn-hlp.dnd ment or application
showing any person to be admitted as & citizen, koo
ing that such arder or cortiReale, wt or exemplifica-
bon his been undiofully i ur made, (Bovised
Btatutes, noc, 5,426.)
NUMBER OF MALES,

According to the consns of 1875 the number of males
ovor the age of twenty-one residing in the city of
Now York was;—

:I.ﬂt—.\'ltnrlliud [ 110  TAR——— T ) ]
nd—Native born cltizens, ... venn. . 0970
TRIPA—AHCDN. oo cvvissnsiires vrnrsisnannnsnne #4508
RROBAL e o0 o uounesnavmovans byioamsrbviassstnss 240,457

The majority of these naturalized citizens, it was
well known, were democrats, and wonld vote for the
democratic candidates for tho various offices
to be Alled at the November election,
DAVENPORT'S OFERATIONS,

D\‘lﬂﬂﬂ ﬂ:{ul‘ 1578 and proviously Joha 1. Daven-
port, & United States  Commissloudr snd Clerk of the
Cirenit Court of the United States for the Southeren
district of Now York, was Chijef Buporvisor of the city
of New York, and had in his employment one Stephen

osher.

Among the 141,000 naturaliced citizens entitled to
vote in the city of New York wers o large number
who hal beon naturalized in the different courts of
the city during the year 186%, Commissioner Davou-
port, taking m‘unm of the fact thet & number of
naturalization papers were known to have been ob-
tained by fraudolent practices during that year by
persons who had not resided & sufficient time in the
country, and that s certain smount of suspleion, In

the public estimation, was attached to certificates
bear xﬂ':ieth“ date, formed o deliberale scheme to in-
tim all  persons  oaturslieed during  that
g:nlr. whethor ity of frand or mot,

o exercising .ﬂ right of suffeage, know-
ing that the mnjority of such _ persons
were demoorats.  Ho thereforo cansed notices
to be given that all cortificates issucd during that
f"" wern [llegal, and particularly those issued out of
he Superior and Sapremeo courts of thst eity, not
upon the gronud that these cortifieates bnd beon ob-
tained by false poreonation, perjury or other framl,
Dbut beesuse thie clorks of the conrte, after admivister.
fny the oath of nnummﬁnn‘.hm neglevcted to enter

right arm, but even he was not released until he lu‘d

shm.i' No. 218, Fort; rth Congress, p. 5.

Late on the night previous to cleciion two of these
men were arrested and brought before Commissioner
Duvenport. They wero both natives of the Btate;

one v:; o w'p::rr ‘ln i““th h tal and
the other an atan n L] lpenau'ﬂ
(! fmni Iy rt them to bail

$3,000 ench. Heo wan reminded that he had coincided
with the views of the District Attorney in 1875 that
these men could vote, but replicd that “we” had de-
oided that they conld not vote, anid stated that war-
routs woro iswued sgainst all of those mldinﬁ in the
hospital, and that they would be arrested if they
offered to vole,  As it was the day before election ho
consentod, as a favor, to accept the bail offered him
and dischargo the men, but warned them thet on the
next day, “election day,” if any bail wss offered, ho
wonld take “hin twenty-four haurs” to examine it and
wonld commit the men in the meantime. Ho was
asked if he wounld accept money or securities in Heu
of bail, and that if he would it would be fnrnished,
but he refused to do ko,
THE PETITIONERS.

The undersigned represent & small number of the
prrsons who were thus arbitrarily arrestod and fn-
prisoned on eleetion day. Every one of thew, as
they are advised by conusel and verily believe, was
legally natoral and complied with every rlﬂ of
tho law, Among their nmober Matthew Cole wus
A sergeant in the Pitty-eighth New York volunteers
and lived for eightsen years in the United States,
He obtained his nstonralisation papers upon hia
honorable discharge, after having sorved four years
in the army. He was arrested on election day snd
sent to Ludlow Street Jall, where he remained seversl
duys, his wife and four child in the 1]
starving for want of his daily earnings.

Thomas K. Hugbes wis not only wounded, but was

taken prisoner du.rh:x the war, George Hila, Richard
Dagm, P, J. Dugan, Adolph Z

, John G
and others were also soldiers or saflors who wers
naturalized upon their honoesble discharge from
the army or navy, Home of them came to this
country more than thirty - years ago. For ten iu.rs
r»he‘\!el have all exervised the rights of citizens, Many
of them have acquired real estate under the faith of
their citizenship; they have rondered to the govern-
ment all the duties which it has reguired of them
a8 citizens, and they now appeal to the Congress of
the United States, as representing that government,
to know whether the rights thus obtained are to bo
t led under foot st the will of & United

:romi.md not to vote, the O y

avﬁ great trouble in explaining to him why he

should not be allowed to exercise the right of & eiti-
zen, for which he had shed his blood.
CONKFQUENT HARUANITS,

With arrested

ly an P the §
bad gone to the polls with the ides of only bein
there for a fow momechts, and their arrest catse
ﬁl;l‘lt lllldlh hip. mmml rivk and ;-;u_a dying rela-

who n ' wers a themaclves ;

othies wonild 10N Ebelr situstions Dy thels sbasmon.
peveral were carmen who had lett their tenms stand-
ing in the steeets and did not know what had become
of them; many wero lightly clothed amd snfferod
from the exposure, In short, every poesible injury
that could be imeginod, from the sudden werest of
this great number of unsuspecting citizens in s great
city, wan suffercd by these mon,

EVIDENCE OF INTIMIDATION,

The actual persoual wrong sustained by thoso thus
deprived of their liberty was not the whols of the
fnjury inflicted by this procedure, The nows of
these arresis spremd Hke wildfire through the city,
and the majority of those sdopted citizens who wero
naturalized in ail courtn during 1868 wore intimidated
trom voting, thus carrying out the ohject for which
the scheme was conceived and execnted, While the
numnber of those thus oaturalized in 1976 was aboul
10,000, of whom nearly all voted, it sunk fn 18575 to
5,004, of whom only 2,951 voted, showing an sctuasl
intimidstion of over 1,000 votes and a probable one
of over 7,000,

Nor was this intimidation confined to those natural-
ized in 1868, Al knew Commissioner Davenport by
reputation and knew the lengths to which he wonlid
proceed, and it was gencrally known that the objec-
tions made to the cortificates fssued in 1565 applisd as
atrongly to other years as to that, Nono knew how
far he had gone; comsoquently large numbers of
voters, although naturalized in other years than 1808,
wern apprehongive that thoy, too, might be arvested
it they offered to vote, and stayed away from the

polls,
AUAINET DEMOCIATE ONLT,

It in unnecessary to say that this intimldation was
directod Inwt domoerats. A few ropublicans wera
arrested, but it was by mistake, amd they wore gon-
orally rel 1 by the hals, For ple, Th
Keyworthy sud John Sparrow were both natnralized
in tho Superior Conrt on the ssme day and in the
same manner, snd both registercd.  The former, who
i well known as & democrst, was arrested and kept 8
prisoner for several honrs, The lstter, who is equally
well known as nblican, wis not interférsd with,
A number were told that they wonld not be arrestod
It they would voto for some repubilican candidates,

THE SUMDER ANRESTED,

The number of persons who were thius arrested and

imprisoned can only be ascertained by n committes of
b Application has been mude to Commis.

in the minutes thereor the insdon of the ong
naturalized in what he (Davenport) considered to be | sioner Daven
the proper form.

METHOD OF SATURALIZATION,

The method of nasturallestion thus objected to was
not new, neithor was it confined to the yesr 1868,
Inthe Saperior Court the practice was ono that had
provailud during fifteon years, from 1408, lony before
auy snspleinns of limproper practices had stischod to
uny of the Justices of that umi#Il. to 1879, lung afier
thoy had consed.  Unfer {4 40,000 cltisens, lufml!ag

over ope thousnd women, had been naturalized dor-
this period, all oL whoz, it the mado 1o |

rt to inspect the recorvds of his office,
livit he has refused, except in cases where the connsel
applying have been specifically authorized by the
parties arrested, and in those csses only upon pay-
mont of fees.  Even in these cases he hag refuseid to
allow  his minutes of  prisoners’  statoments
to  ba examined, as  also  has  Commissionor
Deuel, It Ia  known  that the number of
warrarts issued was abaut four thonsand, According
to the seconnts published in the papers on the day
following the olection, and which wera evidently ob-

from Davenport, the casea sctually

States Commissioner, and whether the privi-
lega of naturalization, accepted by them in
tho belief that it wonuld be a shield to

them as Amarican citivans, is to be convertad into an
instrument of oppression, and whether they are not
only to lose their eitizemship, but to be adjudged
criminals on acconnt of an alleged technical error b
the clerk of the conrt in which they wero naturalized,
of which they were ‘entirel rant, which oc-
curred after thoy took the osth of citisenship and re-
erived their certificate of naturalization, and which it
was not possible for them to control.
HEQUEST OF THE PETTTIONERS,

They wonld therefore respectfully msk that your
houorable body will take such steps sa sy be neces-
sary to causo an immediste and thorough investigs-
tion into these tratisactions, snd it the facts proved
substantiato the assertions contadned in this petition
that you will canse ( imsd r John 1. Davenport
and his associstes to be impesched and removed from

office,

All of which in mmtﬂ‘nllx submitbed.
THOMAS K. HUGHES, GEORGE HILS,
MICHAEL LAWLESH, MATTHEW KELLY,
PATRIUK GREEN, THMOAS BRYSON,
ADHAHAM SELIG, ABRAHAM WOLTMAN,
GEONRGE BCHMIDT, JOHANNES MALKS,
MICHAEL GAUAN, EDWARD ROACH,
ANDREW FOX, WILLIAM (' ROURKE,
ED. ROACH, JOHN 4UNN,
MICHAEL DOOLEY, PATRICK CLEARY,
RICHARD DEGAN, MICHAEL WALE,

PHILLP COMMUFORD,

CUHARLES SPULER, BENJAMIN HYAN,
JOHN LUCE, THOMAS MATCZYUSKI,
JOHN EVANS,

PETER GRANT, '
NATHAN SCHACK, JOHN KEENAN,
JOSEPH GERSPACH, PATRICK MOORE,
VINCENT DUNAUD, BERNALD WILLERMAN,
FRANCIS McMAHON, ili'rlyi({ lll‘ll?.lﬂllltlkhum.

JOSEPH HOTTEN,

MATT. COLE THOMAS KEYWORTH,
PATRICK J. DUGAN, JACOB FREEDMAN,
JAMES JOHN LEDDY,

ARTHUR J, HAGEN,
PATHICK NUGENT,
HYMAN BUSSMAN,
JAMES BARMON,
ED, JAJER,
PATRICK SMITH,
¥RED. DARNSTADT,
JOHUN CAMPION,
JOHN GUNNING,
PFATRICK SHERIDAN,
New Yonx, Nov, 30, 1878,

WHAT COMMIESIONER DAVENPORT SAYH,

Commlissioner Dayvenport, on being informed of the
introduction of Mr. Wood's resolution in the House
of lepresentatives, satd to a reporter of the Henann
that he was very glad Mr, Wood had taken that course,
and that lie was plrun-ujul,‘. desirons that a Con-
presalonal investigstion Into his conduct ghonld bo
wade, In the noe of the reporter ho sent the
following telogram to Mr. 0. D, Congar, of Michigan,
one of the wowbers of the Judiclney Committes -

Ftrust the blienns it the Houna will vote for Mr,
w .'}ﬁ. hut

JOEL GRAVEN,
PAT. C. MiCORMACK,
ADOLPH ZERREMER,
THOMAS DUGAN,
JAMES NEWMAN,
JAMES DEAN,
CORNELLIUS MANGIN,
PATRICK McGOVERN,
EDMOKD KOLBEN,

on
=~

L;.‘. 3:! " o ‘r.u;:uuntllx :l“ﬁg?%?nm;a‘:&??i

suggested to Henator Bpencer that he had
better save furthor embarrassment to the

hal by changing his wvote and thus
carrying the postponement, to which, the story goes,
Senator Bpencer replied with conziderabls wild West-
ern energy that he woald not do a0,

Fioally Mr. Conkling declined to cast the deciding
vote, and on motion the adj not to
meet again until next Thursday, the 19th, the day for
adjourning over the holidays being set by the House

October next. This does not prevent the State Court
from filing the certified copies of the case at an earlier
date. Henator Butler says there will be no delasy in
making the anawer.

The action of the Chief Justice in granting the
writ is a surprise to those who are acquainted with
the foatures of the case of Mr. Smalls, and it is un-
derstood that the ablest connsel will be employed to
defend the position taken by the Supreme Court of
Bouth Carolina.

RUMORS OF A COMING EEFLY TO ELAINE.

There was & rumor in the Senste to-day that Sen-
ator Wallace, of Pennsylvanis, intends to reply to
Senator Blaine's apeoch.

GENERAL WASHINGTON DESPATCHES.

WasarsaTon, Dec. 12, 1878,
DUTIES ON SUGAR—THE WAYR AND MEANS COM-
MITTEE IN FEARCH OF INPORMATION,

The House Committee on Ways and Means to-day

dopted & resolution 1 by Bepr tive Gibaon
providing for the app t of a sub- ittes of
three to invite the Secretary of the Treasury (and
sach other officers as they may deem proper) to ap-
pear beforo the committos next Tuesday, the 15th
inst., with reference to the duties upon sugar, and
providing . that the snb-committes shall in the
meantime eollect such other information on the sub-
ject as they may beable to, and report to the full
committee, Mesars. Gibson, Phelps and Garfield

-y

——
waters of the Hot Bprings, anid said they should b
kept perfectly free from utrision,

ﬁr, Ghanrasy, (dem.) of Ark., advoeated the passing
of the bill, and argued that, as thoe weasure passod at
the lust sesgion and was omitted from the Sundry
Civil bill, it should be promptly re-enseted now aud,
the integrity of the record of Cougress maintained.

Mr, Hivs, of Georgle, submitted sy smendment to
strilke ont all that part of the bl anthorizing the
lease of the Arlinglon Hotel, bathbouses and sites,
and it was rejected,

Tl bill was then read a third time and passed as it
eame from the House without ssendment,

During @ brief disenssion a8 to the order of busi-
ness It was sgreed that o vote on Mr, Edmuands' bill,
to swend cortaln provisions of the Hevised Statutes
i regacd to the connt of the electorsd yote, should be
tuken W-morrow,

My, Bavamp, (dem.) of Del, snuounced thet he
would wsk the indolgence of the Sendte to give his
:v-llnul.m for u somewhat besitating support of the
il

Phe YVics Prestoest lald before the Senate a com-
munication from the Seeretary of War in regard to
the withulrawal of the consent of Congress to the
Hudson River West Shore Badlroml Company extends-
ing its road seross the West Point military resorvas
tion, Heferrod to the Committes on Military Affairs,

ABRMY RFOBGANIZATION,

Mr, Brussiog, (vep.) of R, L, from the Joint Selsct
Coumittes o Prepare & Plan for the Reorganization
of, the Arwy, submitted & report, sccompapied by &
kill apd numerous ducuments beuring on the subject, ,

The bill, entitlod <A bill to Rednee and Reorganize
the Army of the Uniwad States aod o Make Rules for
Its Government and Regulation,” was placed o the,
calendur, swud wade the special order Lor the Sth oty
Junuary next, It wus ordersd that all the papers be
prioted,

MISSIRGIFPT LEVEES,

Mr. Everis, {dew) of La., called up the bill intro-
dueed by himn on the 4th of Decomber, uap-
propriating $5,000,000 for constructing, rebuild-
ing and repairing  levees on  the Mississippl
River in Missouri, Kenmncky, Teunnesses, Arkansas,
Misslssippl and Louisiana, for the purpose of
submitting soms remarks thereon, He argoeds
that the government of the United States had a pro-
prietary right over and sole control of the Missis-
sippl River. The responsibility restod with the goy-
ernment of keeping that river in such a condition
that it should not do harm to the property of other
partios.

OBLIGATIONE OF THE GOVERNMENT, :

The government bought the river, und ho was nod
quite certain that it had not the right of disposing of
il!.. lﬂni md\lsm Bet N0 reAsdn whyn:?:l governmen: zs
the United States was not respo; e indamaeges
th 1s and th ds of people in the Mississippl
Valley who had been ruined by the crevasses. It was
the duty of the government of the United States to.
police that river aud keep it enclosed within its banks.

Ho spoke ut some length of the great dam: from
overflows, and especially that ot 1874, sod to
the legal ubllﬁnﬁwu of the government in the mat-
tor, and argued that it was imporsible for the Btates
to adopt and execute any successful plan to perfect the
Ievees, The work must be done by the general gov-
ernment.

Mr. Pappock, (rep.) of Neb., introduced a bill to
amend the posse comitatus clause of the Army A¥.
propriation bill for the present fiscal year so 88 to
provide that it shall not apply to sny part of the
army employed in States or Territories subject ta
Indian incursions. Referred to the Committee om
Military Affairs.

THE MILITARY ACADEMY BILL.
Mr. Wixpowm, of Minnesota, talled up the House bill

making appropriations for the uu?ort of the Wost
Point Military Academy during the fiscal year ending'
June 30, 1678,

In explanation of the bill he aaid the Senstes com-
mittes had added but §2,700 to the bill of the Honse—
$1,000 was to correct an crror in regurd to the pay of!
two professors, $1,200 for a clerk to the Treasurer,/
and §600 for a sate for thy disbursing ofilcer,

The above 1 ts wers agreed to, ;

The House inserted a proviso to the -clsase -
pristing $3,000 for expenses of the Board of Yhn%'

including mileage; that each member of the
should receive ive conts per mile for travel and
per day for expenses during each day of his servies|
st West Point.

The Senate committee reported in favor of !h'lkiﬂ"
ont this provision, leaving the sppropristion af -
$3,000 for the expenses and mileage of the Board,
without stating what mileage or per diem shall be
%:li.d. The amendment of the committee was agresd)
0,

AMr. MaxEy, (dem.) of Texas, gubmitted an amend-
ment appropristing $3,000 for spparatus for illustrat-
ing the seience of electricity, as applied to the useful
arts. Agreed to.

The bill, having been considered in the Commities
of the Whole, was reported to the Senate, read a third
time and passed.

The Henate then, st five minntes past four, wenk
inta executive seasion and when the doors were Te-

were appointed to serve as the sub It
wos also agreed to-day on the fiest day after reas-
sembling of Congress the committes will give a hear-
ing to all p d in the question of duti
upon sUgar.
ATTOBNEY GENEBAL DEVENE WILL NOT RETIRE.
It can now be stated positively that there in at least
no present probability of Attorney General Devens'
ing from the Csbinet, The President and other

members of the Cabinet conuider it of adventsge to

the government thst no change shall occur at
present, and while General Devens has had offered to
him the position of the First Cirenit Judgeship he
will defer his own wishes in regard thersto and

for the 20th, in which the Senats will px ¥ Agrea.

‘This story is the subject of esger discursion among
republicin politiclans to-night. It'is thought to set-
{le the hitherto undecided question of Senator Conk-
“ling's sttitnde toward the administrstion. It has
. beon suppoesd that he was, If not friendly, at least
nentral, and it is now seen that he means to make
fight. No doubt is felt that tho nominations will now
go over until after tho holidays, and they cannot be
considered then until the moeting of the 10th of Janu-
ary. Some of General Merritt's friends assert
that they have knowm for some time that his
nomination would be opposed by Senator Conk-
ling, and they are not surprised, but they
add that the Senator will ind that he cannot carry
the same steength in the Senate this time that he did
on the oceasion when he doefested Roosevelt and
Prince, snd that the longer he delays to report the
nominations now the longer the present officers will
retain their places, It is generally understood that
the Prosident will not under any cirrumstances re-
nominate General Arthur or Mr. Cornell.

e T

FROM .QUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.

Wasmixarox, Dec. 12, 1878,
SENATOR EDMUNDS' CONDUCT DURING AND
OPIXION OF MRE. BLAINE'S SPEECH.

Your correspondent was in error in the report of
the decbate on Mr, Blaine's resolution yesterday in
stating that Mr. Fdmunds read & book during the
delivery ot Mr. Hlaine's speech. Mr. Edmunds had s
book in his hands; he was looking np s passage in
this book when Mr. Blaine began to speak, but he did
not read during the spesch. Further, the impatience
he showed that the debate should close aross
out of a wtrong dosire to losa no time
needlessly from the di jon of the Presidential
FEiections bill, whinh Mr. Edmiunds is very anzjous to
pass at this session snd hopes to bring to a vote
to-motrow, As his hasto aud apparent impstience to
end the dehate and go to the regular order wore mis-
understood Ly many persons it is just to him to
state, on tho best suthority, that he is favorable to
the resolution of Mr. Blaine, and thinks tho democrata
made o grave mistake when they did not at once, and
without debate, accept it.

FROM OUR REGULAR CORRESPONDENT,

Wasminaron, Dec, 12, 1878,
NEORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY —REPORT OF THE
. BPECIAL COMMITTEE.

The report of the spocisl commitics on the reor-
ganization of the army was made in the Senate to-day
by Senator Durnside and in the House by Mr. Bune
ning. In the Benate the bill was mado the apecial
ordor for tho 8th of January. The report and bill, as
already stated, makes a very voluminous document,
entering  into  the t Aetail tod
wilh the military service. The epecial inten-
tlon of the commitiee to make the bill a
uusnimous report fallod, Mr. Bragg, of ,Wiseonsin,
did not arrive, ne was expected, and [t was not antil
to-lay that Senstor Plumb gave it hin approval,
At the meeting to-dsy the committes resolved not to
walt any longer, but to offer the bill ss it wes finally
agreed upon. The intention of fixing the number of
men st 20,000 was changed, for the resson that it was
shown that it would be imponsible to secure favor.
ablo action on this provision in the Houso, especially
in view of the rocent Indian troubles on
the frontier, and that it was useless to submit a bill
which was open to amemdment in Ita very incoption,
The commitiee fonnd, also, that it was utterly im-
practicable to consolidate the Quartermaster'a aml
Commissary departmonts, The feature of making
the duties of the officers of the sisff and line inter-
changeable, and giving the President the snthority to
appoiot the heads of the several stafl bureans, was
adherod to. Provision was also made for the pro.
maotion of meritorious soldiers who were actually
in teld pervice, thus excluding the appointment of
culisted snen on detached duty and in serviee In the
departments in Waahingbon. The bill makes the
Becretary of War, under the President, tho®

in in his p t ofice.
WEST POINT OFFICIALS OFPOBED TO A RAIL-
ROAD RUNNING THROUGH THE ACADEMY
GROTTNDS.

A lettor from the Secretary of War was 1id before
the Benate to-day, panied by a leati

Journment date from D t

" adjourned until to-morrow,

HOUHSE OF EEPRESENTATIVES.
Wasmwotow, Dec, 12, 1878, /

Mr. Woop, (dem.) of N, Y., risiog to & question of
privilege, offered a resolution for the investigation of
the conduct of John L. Davenport, Chief Bupervisor’
of Elections for the Second Judicial district. (e
proceedings in detail will be found in snother cold
pmn.) 2 i ’ -

Mr. Woop, of New York, chairman of the Commite
tes of Ways and Means, reported back the Hemmber
lution for adj t over the holidays, from
December 21 to January 6, with an amendment pro=
viding for ud} t from D her 19 to Janusryt
8. The ameniiment wos rojected—yens 112, nays 130—
and the Sonst ntion, Ind by making the ad-
20, was adopted

THE GENEVA AWALD RILL.
The regular order being demanded, the House res
1 the ¢ ideration of the G Award bill

from the Commanding Gencral Department of Weat
Point and an opinion of the Judge Advocate General
relative to the right of way granted to the Hudson
River Weat Bhore Hailroad Company across the prop-
erty belonging to the government st West Poing, X.V.,
by the act of Congress approved December 14, 1867,
In accordance with the opioion of the Judge
Advocate General, the Sccretary ot War respoctfhity
recommenda that the consent given by the act of
1867 be withdrawn and that the military sutborities
be suthorized to so far remove or modify the con-
structions, &c., erected or placed upon the land of
the United States at the post of West Point, in con-

id of the discipline, convenieneo and sanitary
neads of the United States Military Academy, as ‘ly
be thonght proper,

PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS,
SENATE.
Wasmxarax, Dec. 12, 1878,

Mr. Fenny, (rep.) of Mich., from the Committes on
Post Offices and Post Hoade, reported favorsbly on
the Senate bill to desigoate, classify and fix tho sals-
ries of persons in the railway mail service, Placed
on the calendar,

Mr. Wixpos, (rep.) of Minn,, called up the House
hill g approp for and
other works of defence and for the armament thersof
during the next fiscal year. In explsnation of the
bill Mr. Windom said the Committes on
Approp rec led an increass of the
appropristion for the protection, and
repair of fortifications from $100,000 to $300,000,
They made this dati

and was addresaed by Mr. WiLprs, of New York, iy
favor of the majority report of the Judiciary Come
mittee, He reviewed the procecdings of the arbitra=
fout on performine it hariow i regan ta the Fight o€,
tent on arm dutics in regard to

cortain citizens who had suffered mmm‘

tions committed by the cruisers. Its claim, ID?
far as it was a nation, was cally dis-s
allowed, and the declurstion of then

;'i.l:y of State ':-d:ldm t‘h‘n_‘ iﬂm that the Uni
tes gOVEernmen not wish any pecuniary award.
He wnsn glad that the odivus doctrine was

now urgel by anybody that the money,
bLelonged to the United States, The money
wius held in trost and the only guestion was'

whether the cestud que trust were those persons whowes
claims  were specitically allowed or those whoses
claims were rsﬁr.iﬁrlll:r disgllowed. Insuranpce com-|
{nmm shonld have been subjected to direct loss by,
he depredations of the inculpated cruisers, and
thus cbiained an absolute right tos portion of the
swand, which it was notin the power of Congress to
divest them of. He defended the nndemrrlmbau‘
thoe attacks made upon them. They wero the memny
who had kept the Stars and Stripes waving over thes
sea during the conntry’s hour of peril. The majori
bitl :tmpl{ refy all cluims to & judicial
anl no claimant conld be in
unless he knew that justion would defeat him, equity
lllmnldfmn upon him and the law of nations Illdol
im. i
Mr. Larnay, (rop.) of N. Y., followed in of
the minority report. About slu.m.MImrzud
of the awsrd, What was to be done with it? Bome
held that it shonld be returned to England, bat now’
that the United Ststes had pald, hak
Ernpad. five and & balf millions for oate s fow:
#h, the ber of such 1 had | The
idea of covering it into the Treasury had been aban=
doned, sud it remained & fund to be given to & class.
of ple who suflered by the acts of the
cruisers, and, if that class conld be found, "
owners who had suffered losses by payment of war
premiums should be reimbursed before say other

fon upon
from the departinent that recent stormas had injured
some of the fortifications and it wonld require con-
piderable money to repair them. The committee
also recommendod an inerease of appropriation for
the armament of seacoast fortifications from §125,000
to $250,000, bocsuse it was thouglt that our fartifl-
cations should be armaod with guns of heavier ealibro,
The amendmenis proposed by the commitiee wern
agreed to, and the bill wus resd a third time and

passed.
Mr. Davie, (ind.) of 11, presented a petitlon of
citizens of Chicago ssking that & tract of land of not

less than one million nor more than three million
scres bo held and used for s national charity farm,
where all classes of poor, siek, disabled or infirm per-
sons may have & home, He alwo presented s potition
of &tizens of cluufu muki su appropriastion for
the comstruction of & ew from the southwest
branch of the Chleago River to the mouth of the
Calumet River, in that State,

Mr. AxTHOXY, (Fep.) of R, 1., from the Compittes
on Printing, mmn-d back the bill relating to pub-
lic prirting and d.l.nﬁ Pasned.

. luthc:lri‘zn the Pul 'k\ Printer to print and bind
P nnd doo ta for Sonat Rep tatives
and Delegates in Congress upon payment of the cost
thereof and ten por cont lMItMl?.“

HOT SFRINGS REARRYATION,

Mr. Braise, (rep.) of Mo, called up the Houso bill,
to correct an grror of enrolment in the bill making
appropristions for sundry ¢ivil exponses of the gov-
ernment, passid at the last session of Congress in re-
gard to the Hot Springs reservation in Arkansas,

It sppropriates §15,500 for won of tho com-
mission to determine the clulms of wetilers in Hot
Sgri roservath and hori the President of
the United States to appol such com W
consist of theee members, to hold offics for one year,
&o., being so exact copy of the clause as passed at
the last sosmion,

Mr. Hine, (demy) of Ga,, objected to that portion of
the bill which anthorizes the Secretary of the In-
terior to lease the Arlington Hotel on the reseryation
to the present proprietors at an annwl rental of
41,000, and also anthorizing him to lease bath bouses
sqidd xitos for the same,

Mr. Donsey, (fep.) of Ark,, fn reply said the propri-
etors of the Artington Hotel hind erected the building
st a cort of 100,000 before it was decided that the
land belonged to the United States,  The land was not
waorth o cent, and it was but Just that the men who
Liaed bt the hotel shonld be protected and allowed
1o r‘nmn possession of the property by paying ground
rent.

Mr, Hiny, of Georgin, argnod that (his was (m r

legislation upon the Sundry Civil Ap m!;rr!allgml

of lust sonwion, and it wes now sought to it bee
cative it was omitted from the Sundry Civil Bill, either

sible head af e army, disposipg of the 1ong Mooted

by or t argument had no force
JFith him,

Tha
Ho spoke of the medicingl quslitise ot the | morzow,

class of peopl
Mr. Porren, (dem,) of N. Y., spoke in favor of the.

majority report. The government hold m t{o bha
distributed sccording to duty, justice and t, and
a8 the award had boeen sllowed Tor Joms of pa soid

ves and nothing else the government had no right
to do anything with it except to give it to those per-
pons who wero interested in the ships and
Why should it go (o the payment of war prominms .
in preference to any othor charitable }nnrpun ]
was not in favor of corporatious, but just as
artificial associations wero made
w0 long wore they entitled to justice, mat
whethier the ship was insired or not, If any
came to the insorance companies it came to
et by favor, but by right, o veory first duty of
the government was to do Justice, and be was in
favor of administering the Gouneva award socording
to right and not according to favor,

;he matter then “m:i“t‘) ;-lmun went ow:i.

r. Baxxixg, (dem,) 0, submitted Toport
of the Military fommission, Ordersd printed and'
made & specisl order for the ¥th of JTanuary.

i Mr. mnln. (rep.) of Ind., I‘gﬁlm the Unmnﬂ:n 3
ropristions, reported o repealing so mu

o ‘t!ho Civil Sundry bill ss sprr%».m $39,000 to

the payment of the claims of Charles P, Burki

late Indian sgent st the Pones Agenoy. He stal

that it was the unanimous report of the Committes.

on Appropriations, The itom had been added to the

Wl 1 the Senate, but it had since been discoversd to

bo a fragidulent claim. A more unmi

had never been fointed on a legislative bill,

Mr. Hewirr, (dem.) of N.Y., stated that the item
had been insertod in the Senate and the Senats Con- |
fervnee Comittee had taken the respousibility of re<
talning it in tho bill, but now that it was proven to
be fraudulent he wus sure the Senate wonld be anxious.
to remedy the wrong,

The bill was then passed.

Mr. BM1TH mf :-lxnmrr:l m.:'im Committes on

r. " W) of Pu, from
M‘P“"Dﬂlﬂﬂl‘:p u substitute for the Peasion
Appro tion bill. 1t was referred to the Committen
of the Whole, smid st ten minutes aftor four the House
bwml II;IJi l\;lrhhcu:un:&mi“-’sr that bill, Mr, Blacke

wrn, of Kentueky, in chair,

Mr, Towssiesn, (dem,) of HL, offered an smend-
ment ropesling the law which provides that no claim
for peusion not prosecuted o o successful fssus:
within fve years from date of Allng shonid be ad-
mitted without record evidenen from the War or
Navy Department.  Ruled ont on nmof order.

Mr. MoManax, (dem.) of Ohlo, o an
ment providing that no pension shall be stopp
redinesd withont previos notice to the peusioners
Ruled ont on a point of order,

The committee rose and the Hill was passed,

o ihs Aty OF Qiinine: Roneree .

the duty on quinine.  Je "
W;tr. Fraxs, (dena), of 8 ¢, imtroduced & bill re-
moving the political disabilition of ex-Senafor James
Chestinet, ot South Carolins,
The Houge thep, at Ave o'clock, sdjourned Wil toy
A 14 » 3
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